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Payment for the DICTIONARY.        [A.D. 1750.
No royal or noble patron extended a munificent hand to give independence to the man who had conferred stability on the language of his country. We may feel indignant that there should have been .such unworthy neglect; but we must, at the same time, congratulate ourselves, when we consider, that to this very neglect, operating to rouse the natural indolence of his constitution, we owe many valuable productions, which otherwise, perhaps, might never have appeared.
He had spent, during the progress of the work, the money for which he had contracted to write his Dictionary. We have seen that the reward of his labour was only fifteen hundred and seventy-five pounds; and when the expence of amanuenses and paper, and other articles are deducted, his clear profit was very inconsiderable. I once said to him, ' I am sorry, Sir, you did not get more for your Dictionary! His answer was, ' I am sorry, too. But it was very well. The booksellers arc generous, liberal-minded men1.' He, upon all occasions, did ample justice
fully repay you, and add it to all former obligations. I am, Sir, your most obedient and most humble servant,
'SAMUEL JOHNSON.
' Cough-Square, 16 March.'
In the margin of this letter there is a memorandum in these words :—-'March 16, 1756. Sent six guineas. Witness, Wm. Richardson.' In the Etiropean Mag., vii. 54, there is the followinganecdote recorded, for which Steevcns most likely was the authority :—' I remember writing to Richardson ' said Johnson,' from a spunging-house; and was so sure of my deliverance through his kindness and liberality, that before his reply was brought I knew I could afford to joke with the rascal who had me in custody, and did so over a pint of adulterated wine, for which at that instant I had no money to pay.' It is very likely that this anecdote •has no other foundation than Johnson's second letter to Richardson,
which is dated, not from a spunging-house, but from his own residence. What kind of fate awaited a man who was thrown into prison for debt is shown by the following passage in Wesley's/fwras/ (ii. 267), dated Feb. 3i 1753:~-' I visited one in the Mar-shalsea prison, a nursery of all manner of wickedness. O shame to man, that there should be such a place, such a picture of hell upon earth I' A few days later he writes : —' I visited as many more as I could. I found some in their cells under ground ; others in their garrets, half starved both with cold and hunger, added to weakness and pain.'
1 In a Debate on the Copy-right Bill on May 16, 1774, Governor Johnstonesaid :—' It had been urged that Dr. Johnson had received an after gratification from the booksellers who employed him to compile his Dictionary. He had in his hand a letter from Dr. Johnson, which he read, in which the doctor denied the assertion, but declared that his employers fulfilled their bargain with
toover  me.'     In   his   fine  Latin poem luwfli aeavrAv 'he has left,' says Mr. Murphy (Life, p. 82), ' a picture
